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Dear Partners,  

 Although we have been silent for a while, we have
update of the progress we have made over the past few months. 

“My head is full of stories but I don’t know how to write them down”

 
The Challenge: Memunatu is one of our supervisors.  She is passionate about making sure that 

children learn to read and write in a language they understand. Every month she visits a number o
classes to check the progress of the children in developing reading skills. At the close of last year, she 
visited one of the schools to test the children who are part of our programme. Whilst she was testing the 
reading and writing skills of childre
were to write a formal end-of-term test in Dagbani developed by the Ghana Education Service. The 
children in class 6 were given a small booklet with short texts and questions in Dagbani with multiple 
answers to chose from. They had to shade the letter with the correct answer on a separ
Memunatu was observing the children when they were writing the test. To her astonishment the 
children did not even open de booklets to read the 
their pencils to shade the letters anyhow simply b

Another boy was sitting with his head in his hands, bending down over a
He attempted to scribble a few letters on the page but that was all he could do.
approached him and asked him what he 
know how to write them down.’ Obviously the boy was very frustrated; it was not that he did not have 
anything to share but all the years he had been in primary school he had never learned to

Unfortunately, this situation is not an except
children who have passed through primary education, 
instruction and reading materials in 
achievement levels among primary school pupils. 
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       Newsletter 

A typical classroom in a rural community

silent for a while, we have been far from idle. In this newsletter an 
update of the progress we have made over the past few months.  

of stories but I don’t know how to write them down”

Memunatu is one of our supervisors.  She is passionate about making sure that 

children learn to read and write in a language they understand. Every month she visits a number o
classes to check the progress of the children in developing reading skills. At the close of last year, she 
visited one of the schools to test the children who are part of our programme. Whilst she was testing the 
reading and writing skills of children attending ‘our’ class, she realised that children attending class 6 

term test in Dagbani developed by the Ghana Education Service. The 
children in class 6 were given a small booklet with short texts and questions in Dagbani with multiple 
answers to chose from. They had to shade the letter with the correct answer on a separ
Memunatu was observing the children when they were writing the test. To her astonishment the 
children did not even open de booklets to read the stories but just took the answering sheet and used 
their pencils to shade the letters anyhow simply because they could not read!  

Another boy was sitting with his head in his hands, bending down over an empty sheet of paper. 
He attempted to scribble a few letters on the page but that was all he could do. When Memunatu 
approached him and asked him what he was trying to do he said, ‘my head is full of stories but I don’t 
know how to write them down.’ Obviously the boy was very frustrated; it was not that he did not have 
anything to share but all the years he had been in primary school he had never learned to

Unfortunately, this situation is not an exception in this part of Ghana. Only about 20%
through primary education, are able to read and write. Lack

instruction and reading materials in Dagbani are just two of the many reasons that cause low literacy 
among primary school pupils.  
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Memunatu is one of our supervisors.  She is passionate about making sure that 

children learn to read and write in a language they understand. Every month she visits a number of our 
classes to check the progress of the children in developing reading skills. At the close of last year, she 
visited one of the schools to test the children who are part of our programme. Whilst she was testing the 

ed that children attending class 6 
term test in Dagbani developed by the Ghana Education Service. The 

children in class 6 were given a small booklet with short texts and questions in Dagbani with multiple 
answers to chose from. They had to shade the letter with the correct answer on a separate sheet. 
Memunatu was observing the children when they were writing the test. To her astonishment the 

s but just took the answering sheet and used 

empty sheet of paper. 
When Memunatu 

was trying to do he said, ‘my head is full of stories but I don’t 
know how to write them down.’ Obviously the boy was very frustrated; it was not that he did not have 
anything to share but all the years he had been in primary school he had never learned to write.  

ion in this part of Ghana. Only about 20% of the 
Lack of good reading 

two of the many reasons that cause low literacy 



 

BREAKING THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF 
AND A 

The Change: Since the beginning of this school year we have worked very hard to provide quality 

reading instruction for about 1,500 children divided 
Districts of Yendi, Mion, Kumbungu and Tolon
schools, developing reading materials and establishing good working relationships with the Ghana 
Education Service we have started to lay the 
understand. The challenges are many;
well because teachers do not report to work, sometimes facilities in 
schools are extremely poor, sometimes children do not come to 
school because they are expected to help their parents in the farms 
or take care of younger siblings….

But, mostly responses and results are very positive. W

children last December. Looking at the first results we 
that a little over 60% of the children in the classrooms in which 
we work are now able to read simpl
of the children we started with. That means great progress in 
just a period of about four months!
happy faces of the children and their enthusiasm if they bend over 
their books and proudly let us hear how well they can read in a 

language they understand. One of the pupils wrote us a note
our attention to the fact that they not only want to learn to read but 
also want to play! What a joy to see 
skills and gained confidence to put on paper what is in his head.

The Need: Although we have made great progress over the past year, there is still a daunting task 

ahead of us. Many children are not reached with our programme because of lack of funds. Next 
academic year we would like to double the number of childre
3,000. We need an amount of $150,000 to make this possible; that is 
you help LDP to enable children in the Dagomba community to read and to receive basic education, 
unlocking opportunities to improve the quality of their lives? 

Donations: You can make donations towards

lead.org/donate/  and select "Literacy and Development 
further information contact: joke_delange@sil.org

 

LDP is a Christian based NGO which seeks to improve upon the educational development in the area of Dagbon (Northern Ghana) 
through addressing the high illiteracy rates and the poor quality of basic education with a special focus on literacy and numeracy.

YCLE OF POVERTY THROUGH PROVIDING THE DAGOMBA WITH ACCESS T
AND A HIGH STANDARD OF BASIC EDUCATION 

‘Mr. Joshua, we thank 
need your help to get a ball. When 
you get home, greet all the people 
in the office for us.’

Since the beginning of this school year we have worked very hard to provide quality 

reading instruction for about 1,500 children divided over 47 schools in rural communities
Districts of Yendi, Mion, Kumbungu and Tolon. Through the training of facilitators, visitation of the 
schools, developing reading materials and establishing good working relationships with the Ghana 

have started to lay the foundation in reading for these children in
understand. The challenges are many; some schools do not function 

because teachers do not report to work, sometimes facilities in 
schools are extremely poor, sometimes children do not come to 
school because they are expected to help their parents in the farms 

….  

mostly responses and results are very positive. We tested the 

ooking at the first results we can conclude 
60% of the children in the classrooms in which 

we work are now able to read simple stories instead of the 22% 
That means great progress in 

just a period of about four months! It is so wonderful to see the 
children and their enthusiasm if they bend over 

their books and proudly let us hear how well they can read in a 

. One of the pupils wrote us a note to draw 
our attention to the fact that they not only want to learn to read but 

to see that this boy has developed 
skills and gained confidence to put on paper what is in his head. 

Although we have made great progress over the past year, there is still a daunting task 

not reached with our programme because of lack of funds. Next 
academic year we would like to double the number of children who take part in our programme to

We need an amount of $150,000 to make this possible; that is just $ 50 per child per year
in the Dagomba community to read and to receive basic education, 

rove the quality of their lives?   

You can make donations towards the programme through SIL Lead

"Literacy and Development - Ghana (LDP)" from the drop
joke_delange@sil.org.  

Thank you for being 
in Literacy & Development,

(LDP Project Man

LDP is a Christian based NGO which seeks to improve upon the educational development in the area of Dagbon (Northern Ghana) 
illiteracy rates and the poor quality of basic education with a special focus on literacy and numeracy.

AGOMBA WITH ACCESS TO LITERACY  

‘Mr. Joshua, we thank you. We 
need your help to get a ball. When 
you get home, greet all the people 
in the office for us.’ 

Since the beginning of this school year we have worked very hard to provide quality 

over 47 schools in rural communities in the 
. Through the training of facilitators, visitation of the 

schools, developing reading materials and establishing good working relationships with the Ghana 
foundation in reading for these children in a language they 

Although we have made great progress over the past year, there is still a daunting task 

not reached with our programme because of lack of funds. Next 
who take part in our programme to 

$ 50 per child per year. Will 
in the Dagomba community to read and to receive basic education, 

SIL Lead: https://www.sil-

Ghana (LDP)" from the drop-down menu. For 

 
Thank you for being our Partner  

in Literacy & Development, 

 
Elihu A. Wumbee 

(LDP Project Manager) 

LDP is a Christian based NGO which seeks to improve upon the educational development in the area of Dagbon (Northern Ghana) 
illiteracy rates and the poor quality of basic education with a special focus on literacy and numeracy. 


