
        LITERACY & DEVELOPMENT
              P.O. Box TL  

 
Dear Partners, 

‘READING IS A BRIDGE FROM MISERY TO HOPE’ (Kofi Anan)

The end of the year is fast approaching. In 
programme ‘Shikuru Bihi Dagbanli Karim’ (School children learn to read Dagbanli). In this newsletter we will 
give you an update on what we have been doing every since. 
 
The Classes: At the end of the academic school year 2015/16 we recorded a number 1,469 pupils 
47 classes in 45 communities. The children attend primary class 3 and 4. 
school for at least three years, most of them
But in August some classes had made steady progress and finished the first primer
stories! Others were a little slower but nevertheless were on their way to be able to read words and short 
sentences. Whether fast or a little slower, the excitement among the ch
are engaged in class and highly motivated to learn and learn more. 

Some of the schools in which we are working
spend the week-days in the villages and retu
of the remoteness of these communities and the difficulty to get tranpsortation, it
teacher cannot be in time on Monday morning. 
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‘READING IS A BRIDGE FROM MISERY TO HOPE’ (Kofi Anan) 

The end of the year is fast approaching. In May we wrote you about the launching of our new 
‘Shikuru Bihi Dagbanli Karim’ (School children learn to read Dagbanli). In this newsletter we will 

on what we have been doing every since.  
At the end of the academic school year 2015/16 we recorded a number 1,469 pupils 

children attend primary class 3 and 4. Although these children have been in 
l for at least three years, most of them were not able to read before we started the programme

made steady progress and finished the first primer thereby able to read short 
! Others were a little slower but nevertheless were on their way to be able to read words and short 

sentences. Whether fast or a little slower, the excitement among the children is fantastic. As never before they 
are engaged in class and highly motivated to learn and learn more.  

we are working are very remote. The teachers of these schools normally 
and return to nearby towns in the weekend to visit their families. Because 

of the remoteness of these communities and the difficulty to get tranpsortation, it is not uncommon tha
on Monday morning. Once such a teacher gets to the school mid-

have left the school and roam around the village
parents have engaged them in farming
almost impossible for the teacher to gather the school 
children again and as such a precious school

Our facilitators who take care of the reading 
classes do live in the villages where they teach. 
start of our programme, the ‘Monday morning problem’ 
has been solved. Our facilitators start teaching the first 
period and by the time the other teachers arrive the 
children are well organised and continue
Although never intended this is a very positive by
of the work our facilitators do! 
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we wrote you about the launching of our new 
‘Shikuru Bihi Dagbanli Karim’ (School children learn to read Dagbanli). In this newsletter we will 

At the end of the academic school year 2015/16 we recorded a number 1,469 pupils divided over 
Although these children have been in 

programme in April. 
thereby able to read short 

! Others were a little slower but nevertheless were on their way to be able to read words and short 
ildren is fantastic. As never before they 

are very remote. The teachers of these schools normally 
to visit their families. Because 

is not uncommon that a 
-morning, most pupils 

have left the school and roam around the village or 
ing activities. It is 

almost impossible for the teacher to gather the school 
such a precious school-day is lost.  

who take care of the reading 
n the villages where they teach. Since the 

me, the ‘Monday morning problem’ 
has been solved. Our facilitators start teaching the first 
period and by the time the other teachers arrive the 

d and continue regular classes. 
this is a very positive by-product 



                                               

BREAKING THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF POVERTY THROUGH 
AND A   

Collaboration with Ghana Education Service
received from GES in the Districts in which we work. 
taught the children after school hours but in many schools we have now been given the ‘Ghanaian Lang
and Culture Period.’ This allows our facilitators to teach at least 90 minutes per week during school hours and 
sometimes even more.  

In three out of the four Districts in which we operate
District Education Director, GES Circuit Supervisors, Heads of Primary Schools, other GES staff and
facilitators.  Together we identified problems related to literacy in the schools and possible solutions. Some 
heads of schools testified to the ‘first fruits’ 
the reading skills the children develop in their mother tongue are still in the early stages it has its impact 
already in the English classes they attend and their general attitude towards
very passionate about the use of the mother tongue in the classes 
language they understand but also acknowlegded the difficulty they have in teaching this particular subject. 
The intervention of LDP was warmly welcomed and they all committed themselves to supporting the 
programme where possible.  
 
Donations:  The effectiveness of our work is highly dependent on the 
supervision and monitoring of our classes. We do have a n
supervisors who visit the classes at least once a month to encourage 
teachers and pupils alike and to identify and solve any problems or 
challenges the classes may have. Aside from the financial donations
we received from a few very faithful partners, we also received a 
special gift from a youth group in the Netherlands towards the 
purchase of a motorbike. We are very grateful
 

2017: In 2017 we
like to add a class in each school for primary 2 pupils. When visiting the schools it is 
heartbreaking to see how children gather at the windows of  the classrooms eager to 
be part of the reading clas
more children
can teach a child for a 
needed. Donations can be made through acco
If you would like to make a donation 
Auditor’s Reports 

LDP is a Christian based NGO which seeks to improve upon the educational development in the area of Dagbon (Northern Ghana) 
through addressing the high illiteracy rates and the poor quality of basic

 
OVERTY THROUGH PROVIDING THE DAGOMBA WITH ACCESS T

AND A HIGH STANDARD OF BASIC EDUCATION 

ervice (GES): We are also very excited about the collaboration we 
received from GES in the Districts in which we work.  During the pilot phase of our programme
taught the children after school hours but in many schools we have now been given the ‘Ghanaian Lang
and Culture Period.’ This allows our facilitators to teach at least 90 minutes per week during school hours and 

in which we operate we organised a stakeholders meeting for the
Education Director, GES Circuit Supervisors, Heads of Primary Schools, other GES staff and

Together we identified problems related to literacy in the schools and possible solutions. Some 
heads of schools testified to the ‘first fruits’ of our programme; the changes in the children are visible. Although 
the reading skills the children develop in their mother tongue are still in the early stages it has its impact 

the English classes they attend and their general attitude towards learning. Many participants were 
very passionate about the use of the mother tongue in the classes and the need to teach children to read in the 

but also acknowlegded the difficulty they have in teaching this particular subject. 
he intervention of LDP was warmly welcomed and they all committed themselves to supporting the 

The effectiveness of our work is highly dependent on the 
of our classes. We do have a number of 

the classes at least once a month to encourage 
teachers and pupils alike and to identify and solve any problems or 

side from the financial donations 
we received from a few very faithful partners, we also received a 

outh group in the Netherlands towards the 
purchase of a motorbike. We are very grateful for all the support! 

In 2017 we hope to continue to work with the current classes but we would 
like to add a class in each school for primary 2 pupils. When visiting the schools it is 
heartbreaking to see how children gather at the windows of  the classrooms eager to 
be part of the reading classes as well but are left out for now. Will you help us
more children and give them hope through literacy? For an amount of $ 60.00 we 
can teach a child for a full school year and provide all the necessary materials 

Donations can be made through accounts in the Netherlands, USA or Ghana. 
If you would like to make a donation or read our Strategic Plan, Annual Reports or 
Auditor’s Reports please write an email to: joke_delange@sil.org

Thank you for being 
in Literacy & Development,

(LDP Project Man

LDP is a Christian based NGO which seeks to improve upon the educational development in the area of Dagbon (Northern Ghana) 
through addressing the high illiteracy rates and the poor quality of basic education with a special focus on literacy and numeracy.

Can you find the 

AGOMBA WITH ACCESS TO LITERACY  

We are also very excited about the collaboration we 
programme we mostly 

taught the children after school hours but in many schools we have now been given the ‘Ghanaian Language 
and Culture Period.’ This allows our facilitators to teach at least 90 minutes per week during school hours and 

d a stakeholders meeting for the 
Education Director, GES Circuit Supervisors, Heads of Primary Schools, other GES staff and LDP 

Together we identified problems related to literacy in the schools and possible solutions. Some 
; the changes in the children are visible. Although 

the reading skills the children develop in their mother tongue are still in the early stages it has its impact 
Many participants were 

and the need to teach children to read in the 
but also acknowlegded the difficulty they have in teaching this particular subject. 

he intervention of LDP was warmly welcomed and they all committed themselves to supporting the 

continue to work with the current classes but we would 
like to add a class in each school for primary 2 pupils. When visiting the schools it is 
heartbreaking to see how children gather at the windows of  the classrooms eager to 

. Will you help us to add 
? For an amount of $ 60.00 we 

school year and provide all the necessary materials 
unts in the Netherlands, USA or Ghana. 

or read our Strategic Plan, Annual Reports or 
joke_delange@sil.org.  

 
Thank you for being our Partner  

in Literacy & Development, 
 

 Elihu A. Wumbee 
(LDP Project Manager) 

LDP is a Christian based NGO which seeks to improve upon the educational development in the area of Dagbon (Northern Ghana) 
education with a special focus on literacy and numeracy. 

Can you find the new motorbike? 


